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feet of the Countess of Grammont. Devoted
though he was to his mistresses, Henry maintained
that he never had preferred them to the interests
of the State, and after reading his voluminous cor-
respondence, it is difficult not to allow, that, at
any rate during the earlier part of his life, the boast
was not ill founded, nor was Corisande the woman
to expect or encourage such weakness in her lover.

It was in part the completeness of the defeat of
the Catholics, which was their salvation. Henry
could not keep his army together, so eager were the
soldiers to secure and carry home their booty.
Moreover, a large part of his forces consisted of the
levies of the districts in the immediate neighbour-
hood, Poitou, Saintonge, Angoumois, who had come
prepared to fight a battle, but not equipped for a
campaign. These and other reasons for inaction are
alleged in a despatch to Elizabeth of England.

It may perhaps be thought that the eagerness with
which Henry excuses his failure to meet his allies,
argues a consciousness of some want of energy on
his part, but it was necessary to keep the Queen
of England in good humour, and she was natu-
rally incensed at the futile conclusion of an expedition
to further which she had done violence to her
habitual parsimony.

John Casimir, the brother of the Elector Pala-
tine, from some strange scruple about attacking the
neighbouring House of Lorraine, had not placed
himself at the head of the motley army he had as-
sembled. He entrusted the command to Fabian of
Dohna, a Prussian noble of considerable military ex-